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My Life with Foneign Languages

Hineyaasu TOGASAKI

When | was a figh achool student, | began to de intenested in English, sre that |
became accustemed to Listen te the nadic pnegnamas on Englisf studies asr well ar te
watch the TV onea.

And alre | began te keep a dainy in Englisfi.

In 1959 | entened Ritkye Univensity as e atudent ¢f the Depantment ¢f Ecencemica. At
that time my intenest was net in Ecenomics, but in English, French and lapanese ditenany
wonta ameng cultunal studies, while 4edonging to the Glee Club (chonua club).

Aften gnaduation {nom the Economics Depaniment, | ennclled in ihe Fnench
Litenatune Depaniment of the same univensity. | studied the wonks of Franceis RABELAIS,
Guatave FLAUBERT, Stéphane MALLARME, Paul VALERY etc. thene. At the same time | began
te keep a diany in French in place of Engliasf, while taking pnivate dessens e¢f classical
Ainging.

Then | fiad the eppentunity te spend itwe yeans in Menipellien, fecated in the
Acutfenn pant of Fnance fnom 1969 te 1971. | met many {foneignensr ihene. And |
panticulanly asreciated with students whe sfoke Frnench, English, Spanisf, Thai, Kenean
and Vietnamese in thein fome countnies.

Retunning to Tekye in 1971, | atoed befiind the lectenn of vanious univensities such
as Obinin, Tamagawa, Rikkyo-Jegakuin and lissen teaching Fnenct.

| atanted te Listen te NHK nadie and watch TV pnegnamas in {feneign fanguages :
tadian, Russrian, Chinese and Genman including Frenct, Englist and Spanist, etc.

| nelated in this esrsay my own exfeniencesr with native speakens cemmunicating in
Engliash, in Spanisf, in ltalian and in Kenean.

Though | fhave Leanned vanicus foneign Languages fon many yeans, | am Atill a
beginnen in any anguage (alaa!)

Communicating in feneign Languages, in any cade, is fen me a gneat fleasune which

uplifts me inte an ecatatic spinit.



