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During the long War of Spanish Succession, Tory pamphleteers harped on the Dutch
perpetuation of hostilities in their own narrowly selfish interest and accused their
defenders of being lackeys of the Bank of Amsterdam happy to fleece the landed gentry
to pay for a “Dutch” war. (Schama 260)
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I observed among them a Dutchman, who seemed to be of some Authority, although
he were not Commander of either Ship. He knew us by our countenances to be English
men, and jabbering to us in his own language, swore we should be tyed Back to Back, and
thrown in to the Sea. I spoke Dutch torelably well; I told him who we were, and begged

him in Consideration of our being Christians and Protestants, of nighbouring Countries, in
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strict Alliance, that he would move the Captains to take some Pity on us. This inflamed
his Rage, he repeated his Threatenings, and turning to his Companions, spoke with great

Vehemence, in the Japanese Language, as I suppose; often using the Word Christianos. (150)
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In your deliverance I did no more,
Than what I had myself from you expected:
The common ties of our religion,
And those, yet more particular, of peace
And strict commerce betwixt us and your nation,
Exacted all I did, or could have done.
(I i20)
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Like other writers for the next two centuries, he (Heylyn) describes a country that
is characterized by its civilized morality, good government, and rigorous adherence to
the rule of law, and yet that cannot be located unproblematically on a hierarchical scale
of civilized--that is, commercial — nations because it rejects the very grounds of that

civility: a desire for and commitment to trade. (Markley 248)
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Several persons who had small or encumbered estate, sold them, and turned their money
into those funds to great advantage; merchants, as well as other monied men, finding
trade was dangerous and growing more expensive, taxes were increased, and funds
multiplied every year, till they have arrived at the monstrous height we now behold
them. And that which was first a corruption, is at last grown necessary. By this means,
the wealth of the nation, that used to be reckoned by the value of land, is now computed

by the rise and fall of stocks. (6)
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