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Introducing the Ways of Liberal Education for Quality Life

Yukiko SUGA
Department of Human Sciences & Avis

The aim of this study is to consider the concepts of liberal education, which promote our
quality of life in mature post-industrial society. At first, the author tries to grasp the meaning
of liberal education in Western World, which is indispensable to study classical literature.
Then the author pays special attention to two great classical literatures, i.e., The Divine
Comedy by Dante and The Tale of Gewnjyi by Lady Murasaki, as the best works for liberal
education. The author discusses about the values of them from such view points; 1)they can
teach us the universal human nature as well as the importance of mother tongue filled with the
cultural heritages, 2)they can show us the relationships between the words in classics and the
works of fine arts, 3) they can tell us the power of classics to inspire individual modern lifestyle.
At last, the author points out an education style in the Japanese tradition, which matured the
noble women’s mind by telling the best classical stories and wakas holding the Japanese
fundamental soul. The conclusion is that it is very important to think out how to present and
share the classics attractively and lively. The modern teaching materials by technological
investigations, e.g., multi-media and IT contents, may be helpful for them.
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Per me si va nella citta dolente,

per me si va nell’etterno dolore,

per me si va tra la perduta gente.

Giustizia mosse il mio alto fattore:

fecemi la divina potestate,

la somma sapienza e ’l primo amore.
Dinanzi a me non fuor cose create
se non etterne, e io etterna duro.
Lasciate ogni speranza, voi ch’entrate.(/nf.3.
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