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Rational Behavior and Degree of Life Satisfaction

Yozo TOMITA
Department of Human Science and Arts

The Japanese economy has continued to grow for the past half century, and the volume of
production increased. The increase of production should raise the standard of living to an
affluent level and raise the degree of life satisfaction. However, it has not changed during
these time. It is a reason that the rational behavior of consumer became the pressure to make

worse working conditions.

The aggravation of working conditions appeared in increase of the part-time labor and the
decrease of full-time labor. There is a big difference between these two types of labor. This
is one reason why the life satisfaction doesn’t rise even if production increases. We cannot
deny the rational behavior of consumer, but, with that in mind, must correct the difference
between two labor forms to raise the degree of life satisfaction.
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